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[Featured  image:  Head  of  US  armed  forces  General  Martin  Dempsey,  Senate  Armed  Forces
Committee Chairman Senator Lindsey Graham and US Vice President Joe Biden have all admitted
that their close regional allies (especially the Saudis, Qatar and Turkey) finance ISIS.]

trying to use some to place pieces on the Middle Eastern chess board to pursue their own interests

Reports that US and British aircraft carrying arms to ISIS were shot down by Iraqi forces (Iraqi News 2015) were met with shock and
in Syria.

Bukaiti
2015).  However key myths remain important,  especially  to  western  audiences.  Engaging with those myths calls for  reason and
evidence, not just assertion.

There is no doubt that the Arab and Muslim peoples of the Middle East hate the terrorist monstrosity called ISIS, ISIL or DAESH.
Polling by the Washington-based Pew Research Centre found that 99% of Lebanese, 94% of Jordanians and 84% of Palestinians had

 of
Lebanese Sunni  Muslims  rejected  ISIS (Poushter  2015).  That  latter  finding  discredits  the common western  assertion  that  ISIS
somehow springs from Sunni communities. Less than 1% in Lebanon, 3% in Jordan and 6% in Palestine viewed the banned terrorist
group favourably. The remainder did not express an opinion. Of w of
ISIS, at 73%; the favourable score was 8% (Poushter 2015). The aim of this chapter is to help clarify what role Washington has had in

irst
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s myth
the US claims to be playing a protective role for the benefit of the peoples of the region. The second myth is that there is a significant

trains, and the extremist terrorists (DAESH or ISIS) it claims to be
fighting.

 the Bush
n has

created a climate of  resentment amongst  orthodox Sunni Muslim communities, and the extremist groups emerged as a type of

Washington and its allies directly created the extremist groups.

on terrorism
is so insistent and pervasive, and backed by such a commitment in political capital, arms and finance, that it is very difficult for western

heir
logical conclusions, and that the aims be tested. For these reasons I suggest we should document the key elements of evidence, on

It is certainly true that prominent ISIS leaders were held in US prisons. The Afghan recruiter for ISIS, Abdul Rahim Muslim Dost, spent

have been held for between one and two years at Camp Bucca in Iraq (Giovanni 2014). In 2006, as al-Baghdadi and others were
art of

Mossad trained agent, these have not yet been backed up with evidence.
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would carry out clandestine operations to weaken Iran and Hezbollah, key enemies of Israel (Hersh 2007). This plan brought the
Saudis and Israel closer as, for somewhat different reasons, both fear Iran.

was being
ted.

The DIA wrote:

f
establishing a declared or undeclared Salafist principality in eastern Syria (Hasaka and Der Zor), and this is exactly what the
supporting powers [The West, Gulf  monarchies and Turkey]  to the [Syrian] opposition want, in order to isolate the Syrian

 in
August 2012. These arms were detailed as including 500 Sniper  rifles,  100 RPG launchers with 300 rounds and 400 howitzers
missiles, of 125mm and 155mm calibre, all shipped to the Ports of Banias and Borj Islam, in Syria (Judicial Watch 2015). According to
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covertly approved the arming of al Qaeda groups in Syria, seeing its own advantage in that.

or
officials that their main regional allies have financed ISIS. Those officials include the US Vice-President, the head of the US Armed
Forces and the Chair of the US Armed Forces Committee. In September 2014 General Martin Dempsey, head of the US military, told
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xcept
that Biden sought to exempt the US from this operation by blaming key allies. That caveat is simply not credible. The Saudis in
particular are politically dependent on Washington and could not mount any major initiative without US approval. Not only that, the US
systematically controls, by purchase contract and re-export license, the use of its weapons (Export.Gov 2015).

he
1950s, when Winston Churchill introduced the Saudi King to President Eisenhower. More recently, British General Jonathan Shaw

hhabi
Salafism is igniting under the world really. And it is funded by S

013
openly armed and trained by the US, and supposedly more extreme groups such as Jabhat al Nusra and ISIS. While there has indeed
been some rivalry, the absence of real ideological difference is best shown by cooperation and mergers. For example the collection of

and continued to receive US support in 2013, through his FSA alliance (Hoff 2015).

along the mountainous Lebanese border, in Homs-Idlib, along the Turkish border and in and around Aleppo. The words Jabhat al
ra was
(West

between these sectarian anti-government groups.

 those
from al Nusra, being treated in Israeli hospitals (Zoabi 2014). Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu even publicised his visit to

ay
2014). Semi-covertly, Israel backed all the armed groups against Syria, occasionally assisting them with its own missile attacks (Kais
2013).

Nusra fighters at the border (Fitzgerald 2014). At the same time, Israeli arms were captured by Syrian forces from the extremist
groups (Kais 2012; Winer 2013). In November 2014 members of the Druze minority in the Golan protested against Israeli hospitals

Israel
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years the Israel Defence Forces have been engaged in humanitarian, life-saving aid to wounded Syrians, irrespective of their id
(Zoabi 2014). In fact, not even a humble farmer gets across the heavily militarised Occupied Golan border to retrieve a stray goat.

 and
transfer of weapons, to the extremists. In July 2014 one thousand armed men in the Dawud Brigade defected to ISIS in Raqqa
(Hamadee and Gutman 2014; Ditz 2014). In November defections to Jabhat al Nusra from the US-backed Syrian Revolutionary Front
were reported (Newman 2014; Sly 2014).

In December, Adib Al-Shishakli, representative at the Gulf Coop opposition
igades,

backed and trained for two years by US officers, were reported as defecting to ISIS, which had by this time began to establish a

eo
posted by al-Nusra showed these weapons being used to take over the Syrian military bases, Wadi Deif and Hamidiyeh, in Idlib

the  USA,  Israel,  the  Saudis,  Jordan,  Turkey  and  Qatar  includes  tanks,  armoured  vehicles,  rockets  launchers,  machine-guns,

strongly  suggests  management  to  channel  these  arms,  along  with  fighters,  to  make  ISIS  the  best  equipped  group.  A  similar
conclusion was noted by US Senator John Kiriakou (Sputnik 2015b).

. In late 2014
 2015).

Soon after this report, Syrian jihadist Yousaf al Salafi, arrested in Pakistan, said he had been hired to recruit young men in Pakistan to
fight with ISIS in Syria. He says he received $600 for each fighter he sent, working with a Pakistani sheikh and using US money
(Variyar 2015). Who knows what the middle-men took, but this sum is several times the salary of an average Syrian soldier. As with
Jabhat al  Nusra, recruits  came from a wide range  of countries.  Cuban journalists  interviewed four  captured ISIS  jihadists from
Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan. They were recruited in a larger group which had passed freely through Turkey and across the border

 people
were killed by their car bombs (PL 2015).

backed
 the

extremists) might also have become covert supply lines. That is precisely what senior Iraqi sources began saying, in late 2014 and
early 2015 (Iraq News 2014). In mid-2014 ISIS began seizing US weapons, but this was put down to incompetence on the part of the
Iraqi Army (Sharma and Nestel 2014).

However, soon after that, US air drops of arms were seized by ISIS troops on the ground. Was this US incompetence or US planning?
d of
ere

published of ISIS retrieving the weapons. The US admitted seizur
Chulov 2014). Then in February Iraqi MP Hakem al-Zameli said the Iraqi army had shot down two British planes which were carrying

the US, European countries and Israel from the areas liberated from 015a).

The Al-Ahad news website quoted Head of Al-Anbar Provincial Council Khalaf Tarmouz saying that a US plane supplied the ISIL
terrorist  organization  with  arms  and  ammunition  in  Salahuddin  province  (FNA  2015b).  Also  in  February  an  Iraqi  militia  called
Al-Hashad Al-Shabi said they had shot down a US Army helicopter carrying weapons for ISIL in the western parts of Al-Baqdadi
region in Al-Anbar province. Again, photos were published (FNA 2015a). After that, Iraqi counter-terrorism forces were reported as

Israeli



its border areas. In late 2015 an Israeli Colonel Yusi Oulen Shahak
was said to have been arrested with an ISIS group in Iraq.
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However they certainly help explain why Baghdad does not trust the US military.

In Libya in 2015 a key US collaborator in the overthrow of the Gaddafi government announced himself the newly declared head of the
o

hen

McCain and Lindsey Graham (Sputnik 2015a).

Kurdish areas of northern Iraq but allowed to operate freely in Eastern Syria, against the Syrian Army (Fadel 2015b). The extremist
IS has
rongly

in the months after US air attacks began (Lestch 2014). The main on-the-ground fighting has been carried out by the Syrian Army,
with its allies, and the Iraqi armed forces, with support from Iran (Lister 2015).

All this has been reported perversely in the western media. The same channels that prominently report (virtually celebrating) the ISIS
ar

is certainly
the case that Syrian priorities remained in the heavily populated west, multiple media reports make it clear that, well before the strikes
by the Russian air force in October 2015, the Syrian Arab Army was the major force engaged with ISIS (YNet 2014; al Arabiya 2014;
Reuters 2015), as also suffering the worst casualties from that terrorist group (Webb 2014). When it comes to avoiding ISIS, the

rorist group
remains a key tool against the Syrian Government. That also explains why the US refuses to coordinate with the Syrian Army against

t of
the country. Such an aim was rejected by the US and others at a Vienna conference (Daily Star 2015); but US practice speaks louder
than its words.

when in late
sed to

 Russian
assistance, ISIS and the others are retreating and the Syrian Arab Army and its allied militia are gradually reclaiming areas that have
been occupied for some time (AFP 2015).

ington was

leading player in the Tikrit operation (Rosen 2015). Not least amongst the new developments has been the creation of an intelligence
centre  based  in  Baghdad  and  shared  by  Russia,  Syria,  Iraq  and  Iran  plus  Hezbollah  (4+1).  This  signals  a  new  measure  of
independence for the Baghdad government, long thought to be a puppet captured by Washington (Boyer and Scarborough 2015).

This article has presented sufficient evidence for us to safely draw these conclusions.

First, Washington planned a bloody wave of regime change in its favour in the Middle East, getting allies such as the Saudis to use

a while
its key allies the Saudis, Qatar, Israel and Turkey financed, armed and supported with arms and medical treatment every anti-Syrian

oups was not

Fifth, there is testimony from a significant number of senior Iraqi officials that US arms have been delivered directly to ISIS.

is a
controlling relationship. In sum we can conclude that the US has built a command relationship with all of the anti-Syrian terrorist
groups, including al Nusra ISIS, either directly or through its close regional allies, the Saudis, Qatar, Israel and Turkey. Washington
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